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Tarkett Cooling Tower Refurbishment — December 2017

Tarkett is a global flooring and sports surface solution business with 12,500 employees across 34 international
locations. They had net sales of £2.7bn euros in 2016 in over 100 countries which equates to 1.3million meters
of flooring sold every day.

Vistech were asked by the UK Tarkett site in Maidstone, Kent to survey their ageing cooling towers with a view
to extensive refurbishment to give them 10 years more life.
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Of note was

Distribution System — On one tower the mild steel trough and gutter distribution system had corroded providing
a breeding ground for harmful bacteria

Casing — Although previously coated there was visible corrosion both internally and externally with corrosion to
the internal supports. Holes were visible through the casing. Not only a bacterial risk but costly through lost water
in the system

Fans — The centrifugal fan casings were heavily corroded as were the supporting steel structures — Unsightly and
if left would have rendered the fans ineffective
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Vistech Recommendations

Internal GRP Lining

External Coating

Replacement Distribution System Tower 2
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http://www.vistechcooling.co.uk/articles/an-insight-into-grp-lining/
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5 Stage GRP Lining Solution

GRP Matting & Resin Layer -

WRAS approved Polyester Flow-Coat
Finish-

Primer Layer - Resin Wash Layer —

Mechanically Prepped or Grit
biasted Casing—
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The Project

Outline Method Statement
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Other Challenges

Weather Conditions

Unidentified Corrosion

Final Photos
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What the client had to say...

“A great job executed professionally under strict time constraints, in challenging weather
conditions”

T. Guy — Tarkett Engineering Manager

What Vistech had to say...

“Once the towers were stripped out, only then was the extent of the internal corrosion evident —
The team had to adapt, design and install new supports including a new top sill whilst keeping
within the tight shutdown period over the Christmas break”

B Field — Vistech Operations Manager
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